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East Butler Community:
Our purpose in public education is, ultimately, to make 
sure our students have what they need to be successful 
in life beyond our walls. They need skills in reading, math 
and science. They need to be able to communicate. They 
need to understand history.

And they need experiences.

These experiences are what gives them the ability to 
apply the classroom lessons to the world they will live 
in. While we will never be able to give them experience 
in every situation they come across, we can give them 
opportunities - from early ages - to know how to think 
critically in diverse settings and solve whatever problems 
they may face.

Those experiences aren’t simply for high 
school students. Nor is the education they 
receive in high school in those core subjects 
the only learning that counts. Far from 
it. In fact, we know starting students off in 
kindergarten with a solid foundation makes 
all those other opportunities stronger.

A deeper look at research - from experts 
near and far - will show the positive impact 
made from pre-kindergarten preparation. A 
preschool experience that prepares students 
for success in kindergarten, first and second 
grade - when much of the foundational 
reading skills are formed - is incredibly 
valuable when lining up the dominoes for our 
students through their East Butler journey. 

In this annual report I hope you read with 
pride about our expanded preschool as well 
as an exciting real-world business experience 
our high school students are building. I am 
thrilled to be a part of a district and school 
community that values student experiences 
like those highlighted in this report.

Thank you all for your continued support of 
our students, staff and school district..

Sincerely,

MICHAEL ELDRIDGE
SUPERINTENDENT
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PRESCHOOL EXPANSION

Just like the students it teaches, 
East Butler Public Schools’ preschool 

program continues to grow and improve 
its ability to succeed.

The program for 3- and 4-year-olds began 
in Brainard in 2007 with a half-day of 
instruction. Surrounding communities were 
already offering preschool, but time and 
distance didn’t make those programs a good 
choice for East Butler families.

“The goal was to provide educational 
opportunities for all children in our 
district,” said Sophie Hermelbracht, who 
was East Butler’s first preschool teacher 
and now teaches kindergarten in Brainard. 

“We wanted to make sure that children 
received a foundation for school readiness 
and success.”

Those goals remain with an additional 
emphasis on making preschool more 
accessible to all.

“Part of the struggle for our families 
was having to transport their child or 
find daycare in the middle of the day,” 
Superintendent Michael Eldridge said.

This year, East Butler not only expanded 
to full-day preschool but also began 
offering preschool at the Dwight 
attendance center.

“Expanding to a full-day program, 
with the option of half-day, has 
been a tremendous benefit for 
our families,” Eldridge said.

ADDS EVEN MORE

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)
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“If we can help students feel confident in their 
social and emotional skills to do common 
routines in classrooms, it allows them to 
focus on the academics when they reach 
kindergarten,” Jisa said.

The preschool program communicates 
with the kindergarten teachers to make 
sure they’re giving students the skills and 
knowledge they will need as they progress 
through school.

“We ensure we are providing the 
foundational skills necessary 
and create a love for learning 
to allow students to increase 
their confidence and intrinsic 
motivation,” Nelson said.

Eldridge and Hermelbracht agree that 
the preschool program is providing the 
foundation East Butler students need.

“The biggest improvement that we have seen 
as a school is that our kindergarten students 
are more well-prepared for that level,” the 
superintendent said. “Our kindergarten 
teachers can build upon the previously 

learned skills that they received while 
in preschool.”

“I feel that children are ready for kindergarten 
not only academically but socially 
and emotionally,” Hermelbracht said. 

“Preschool has helped them be part of the 
school community

and ready for more in-depth learning 
in accordance with the Nebraska 
state standards.”

Participation is another indication of the 
program’s success. The Brainard preschool 
is at capacity with 20 students, and the new 
Dwight classroom, at eight students, has 
some room to grow.

“Our preschool is accredited by the Nebraska 
Department of Education. It is recognized 
throughout the state, in large part due 
to our staff, as a preschool of exceptional 
quality,” Eldridge said. “Our younger Tigers 
are able to develop close relationships with 
classmates and teachers from the beginning, 
and they are able to build upon those 
relationships as they begin their learning 
in kindergarten.” 

Lyshelle Jisa, the preschool teacher in 
Dwight, described a typical school day.

“In the morning, we have your typical 
preschool experience with play time, recess 
and snack, as well as structured time such 
as circle time and small groups,” she said. 

“The half-day students are dismissed, and 
the full-day students head to lunch, followed 
by a more relaxed afternoon with more play, 
rest and recess time.”

Students work on whole-group and small-
group activities.

“We focus on kindergarten readiness, Early 
Learning Guidelines, social skills and literacy,” 
said Molly Nelson, the preschool teacher 
in Brainard. “Students are challenged 
and supported to flourish into their 
greatest potential, all while enjoying the 
learning process.”

The preschool curriculum includes a program 
called Zoophonics.

“Zoophonics has an animal and action to go 
with each letter of the alphabet,” Jisa said.

“Students love the fun 
characters, and they learn the 
letter sounds twice as fast.”

Another part of the curriculum, Learning 
Without Tears, advances writing and drawing 
skills with numbers, letters and pictures.

“The Second Step curriculum focuses on 
social and emotional learning using puppets 
and stories,” Nelson said. “Play is such a 
powerful tool in preschool because students 
are gaining a gamut of skills and knowledge, 
often without even realizing it.”

In fact, research shows that children under 
age 5 learn best through play.

“If you come into my classroom, you will most 
likely find me on the floor with the students, 
building fences for our cows or making a 
birthday cake,” Jisa said. “Kids learn the 
most through play and even more when 
adults play with them.”

Preschool is an ideal time to teach students 
social skills they will need not only for 
kindergarten but for the rest of their lives.
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TIGER DEN,
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“We sit together and look at what we need for 
orders, but we also look at the other items 
to see if there is anything new we can sell 
through the Tiger Den,” said Haney, who first 
got involved through Digital Media class. “I 
also get to design the prints that go onto 
the shirts.”

Tiger Den has sold items such as T-shirts, 
sweatshirts and hats; koozies, cups and 
water bottles; door signs, yard signs and 
garden flags, to name just a few.

Tiger Den also sells flowers grown by 
students in Floriculture and Horticulture 
classes, coasters laser-engraved by 
Science and Technology Studies classes 
and breakfast items cooked by Family and 
Consumer Science students.

“I get to use the Cricut (a digital die-cutting 
machine) and the heat press to make items 
that we are selling,” Haney said. “I love being 
able to be a part of the entire process of an 
item being sold through the Tiger Den.”

Items are sold online at ebtigersden.com 
and at monthly pop-up shops at 
events like basketball games, music 
concerts, wrestling meets and parent-
teacher conferences.

“Students learn about customer service 
when they work at the pop-up shops. 
They learn about how to use the Square 
point of sale that is used in many small 
businesses,” Bohaty said. “There are many 
valuable business skills that students learn 
as part of the Tiger Den.”

“I have not only learned how to design and 
make a product, but I have also learned 
how to price it correctly,” Haney said.

Profits go into purchasing new equipment, 
like an embroidery machine.

“Tiger Den is about giving students real-
world experiences while giving back to 
the community,” Bohaty said. 

“I have learned how much work it takes,” said 
Katie Haney, one of the students who keeps the 
Tiger Den school store running. “There is always 
something new to work on.”

Tiger Den is pretty new itself, launching just 
last school year. It grew out of a ReVision Plan 
developed by East Butler’s Career and Technical 
Education teachers to focus on workplace learning.

“We developed a plan to start a school-based 
business where students could create products 
and learn about building a business,” said Lisa 
Bohaty, technical integration teacher.

Students get involved in Tiger Den through 
many different classes but primarily Introduction 
to Entrepreneurship.

“This is a school-based enterprise run by students,” 
Bohaty said. “They create shirt designs, and they 
vote on the best designs and which ones we should 
get printed. Students research ideas of customer 
interest and create products based on what others 
might want to purchase.”

WITH

IT’S MORE  
THAN A  
T-SHIRT — 

 IT’S AN  
EDUCATION!

Scan to check out  
our online store!

EAST BUTLER PUBLIC SCHOOLS8 9

IT REQUIRES A BIG EFFORT TO RUN A SMALL BUSINESS.
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STAFF
TOTAL  
TEACHERS:

35.6
Full-time Equivalent
(Had been 34.6 since 2016)

STUDENTS
TOTAL  
STUDENTS:

296
(Down from peak of 
362 in 2010-2011)

EAST BUTLER VS.  
STATE OF NEBRASKA

East Butler NE Average

95.35% Attendance Rate 93.21%

96.67% Graduation Rate 87.56%

3.75% Highly Mobile 3.95%

16.48% Special Education 15.67%

57.87% Teachers with 
Master’s Degree 56.85%

21.57 Average 
Years Teaching 13.95

FINANCIAL

 61%
EXPENSES

ALL  
INSTRUCTION

 78%
REVENUES

LOCAL  
RECEIPTS

Total Expenditures $7,070,808
Support Services - 
Students 4.39%

Support Services - 
Instruction 1.47%

General Administration 5.37%

Central Services 2.51%

Office of the 
Principal Expenditures 4.80%

Maintenance & 
Operation Expenditures 7.18%

Support Services - 
Pupils Transportation 6.99%

State Categorical  
Programs 0.01%

Total Facilities 1.41%

Other Expenditures 2.12%

Total Federal Programs 2.68%

Total Receipts $6,735,783
Local Receipts 77.7%

County Receipts 1.51%

State Receipts other 
than TEEOSA 16.0%

State Aid (TEEOSA) 0.74%

Federal Receipts 3.24%

Total Other 
Financing Sources 0.81%

TAX LEVY:
Total Tax Levy 0.775160
General Fund 0.670867
Special Building 0.092448
QCPUF 0.011845
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East Butler 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
212 S. Madison St 
Brainard, NE 68626

FROM THE PRESIDENT  
OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION:
The East Butler Public Schools Board of Education is proud to present this 
2021-2022 Annual Report. We expect you are just as proud as you read about 
the great experiences we are providing our students from preschool to high 
school graduation. We continue to strive for fiscal responsibility as we educate 
our students and inspire them to make an impact on our community.

MEGAN KOZISEK, 
EAST BUTLER PUBLIC SCHOOLS  
BOARD OF EDUCATION PRESIDENT


